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in Italian enterprises in the Tripolitaine and in Cyrenaica. ^ A whole series of undertakings and ventures were then founded in Tripoli and along the coast, with the capital, and under the direction ^of an agent of the Banco di Roma, Signor Bresciani, an ex-official in Erythrea: oil industries, soap manufactures, grain elevators, fisheries, the sponge trade, the purchase of land, electric works at Benghazi, a shipping line subventioned by the Government, and possessing at present four steamers. Missions were sent inland to enter into relations with the influential chiefs and marabouts. The Banco di Roma increased its capital to 80,000,000 francs, and recently augmented it still further. Notwithstanding these efforts trade remained stagnant; business did not develop ; the capital expended remained unproductive; the financial obligations became more and more serious. The Ottoman officials put all kinds of obstacles in the way of the economic development of the province, seeking particularly to thwart the Italian ventures ; at Benghazi, for instance, the electric power works, for the lighting of the town, were not authorized. The Banco di Roma, having engaged a considerable capital in Africa, in the interest and almost at the suggestion of the Government, with the assurance that one day the Tripolitaine and Cyrenaica would pass under Italian domination, and that the expectations of the shareholders would eventually be recompensed, found itself, it is said, in difficulties. Last year, its manager informed the Government that he was on the point of being driven to a liquidation of his interests in the Tripolitaine, and that he was preparing to enter upon pourparlers with an English group and a German group. It would appear that this prospect greatly contributed to the determination of the Government to intervene, j if necessary, by arms. Once hostilities begun, the Banco di Roma obtained the contract for the commisariat operations and the clothing of the troops of the expeditionary corps. It remains associated with the Government for the development of Italian interests in the Tripolitaine. Thus, the Bank which has the confidence of the Vatican happens, at the same time, to be the first and foremost promoter of Italian enterprises in the Tripolitaine : an elegant combinazione, uniting, for a work of Italian expansion and Christian propaganda, the two historic forces in Rome which officially ignore each other and mutually combat one another."
An elegant combinazione, indeed! And what more conclusive illustration of the modern craving for a happy mixture of idealism and of economic well-being?
Perhaps if any could be had it would be found in the case of Servia's long struggle for economic emancipation.